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Denver, Colorado; Edward J. Neron, Sac-
ramento, California; Joseph C. Menendez, New 
Orleans, Louisiana; Paul L. Foulk, Altoona, 
Pennsylvania; Robert E. Kernodle, Kansas City, 
Missouri; Walter I. Joyce, New York City, New 
York; George A. Ilg, Cranston, Rhode Island; 
James F. Daley, Hartford, Connecticut; Charles 
R. Haley, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; F. C. 
Devericks, Clarksburg, West Virginia; John J. 
Skillman, Miami, Florida; Ellie H. Schill, New 
Orleans, Louisiana; Gerald C. Mathias, La-
grange, Indiana; James W. Starner, Effingham, 
Illinois; Leon S. Pickens, Wichita, Kansas; Ar-
chie W. Nimens, Minneapolis, Minnesota; Har-
vey W. Snyder, Denver, Colorado; Charles O. 
Carlston, San Francisco, California; Walter L. 
Daniels, Seattle, Washington; John E. Swaim, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma; Peter J. Rosch, Washington, 
District of Columbia; and their successors, who 
are, or who may become, members of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars of the United States, a na-
tional association of men who as soldiers, sail-
ors, marines and airmen have served this Nation 
in wars, campaigns, and expeditions on foreign 
soil or in hostile waters, and such national asso-
ciation, are created and declared a body cor-
porate, known as the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States. 

(May 28, 1936, ch. 471, § 1, 49 Stat. 1390; May 29, 
1953, ch. 85, § 1, 67 Stat. 40.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1953—Act May 29, 1953, included airmen. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 112 of this title. 

§ 112. Completion of organization 

The said persons named in section 111 of this 
title, or their successors, and such other persons 
as are duly accredited delegates from any local 
post or State department of the existing na-
tional association known as the Veterans of For-
eign Wars of the United States, under its con-
stitution and bylaws, are hereby authorized to 
meet and to complete the organization of said 
corporation, by the adoption of a constitution 
and bylaws, the election of officers, and to do all 
other things necessary to carry into effect and 
incidental to, the provisions of this chapter. 

(May 28, 1936, ch. 471, § 2, 49 Stat. 1390.) 

§ 113. Purposes of corporation 

The purposes of this corporation shall be fra-
ternal, patriotic, historical, and educational; to 
preserve and strengthen comradeship among its 
members; to assist worthy comrades; to perpet-
uate the memory and history of our dead, and to 
assist their widows and orphans; to maintain 
true allegiance to the Government of the United 
States of America, and fidelity to its Constitu-
tion and laws; to foster true patriotism; to 
maintain and extend the institutions of Amer-
ican freedom; and to preserve and defend the 
United States from all her enemies, whomso-
ever. 

(May 28, 1936, ch. 471, § 3, 49 Stat. 1391.) 

§ 114. Powers of corporation 

The corporation created by this chapter shall 
have the following powers: To have perpetual 

succession with power to sue and be sued in 
courts of law and equity; to receive, hold, own, 
use, and dispose of such real estate, personal 
property, money, contract, rights, and privileges 
as shall be deemed necessary and incidental for 
its corporate purposes; to adopt a corporate seal 
and alter the same at pleasure; to adopt, amend, 
apply, and administer a constitution, bylaws, 
and regulations to carry out its purposes, not in-
consistent with the laws of the United States or 
of any State; to adopt, and have the exclusive 
right to manufacture and use such emblems and 
badges as may be deemed necessary in the ful-
fillment of the purposes of the corporation; to 
establish and maintain offices for the conduct of 
its business; to establish, regulate, or dis-
continue subordinate State and Territorial sub-
divisions and local chapters or posts; to publish 
a magazine or other publications, and generally 
to do any and all such acts and things as may be 
necessary and proper in carrying into effect the 
purposes of the corporation. 

(May 28, 1936, ch. 471, § 4, 49 Stat. 1391.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Loan or gift of condemned or obsolete material by 

Secretary of military department or Secretary of 

Treasury, see section 2572 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

Penalty for unauthorized manufacture, reproduction, 

or sale of badges or emblems of veterans’ organizations, 

see section 705 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-

dure. 

Recognition by Secretary of Veterans Affairs of rep-

resentatives of Veterans of Foreign Wars for prosecu-

tion of claims under laws administered by Department 

of Veterans Affairs, see section 5902 of Title 38, Veter-

ans’ Benefits. 

§ 115. Membership 

A person may not be a member of the corpora-
tion created by this chapter unless that person— 

(1) served honorably as a member of the 
Armed Forces of the United States in a foreign 
war, insurrection, or expedition, which service 
has been recognized as campaign-medal serv-
ice and is governed by the authorization of the 
award of a campaign badge by the Government 
of the United States; or 

(2) while a member of the Armed Forces of 
the United States, served honorably on the 
Korean peninsula or in its territorial waters 
for not less than 30 consecutive days, or a 
total of 60 days, after June 30, 1949. 

(May 28, 1936, ch. 471, § 5, 49 Stat. 1391; May 29, 
1953, ch. 85, § 2, 67 Stat. 40; Mar. 7, 1995, Pub. L. 
104–3, 109 Stat. 47.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1995—Pub. L. 104–3 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘No person 

shall be a member of this corporation unless he has 

served honorably as an officer or enlisted man in the 

Armed Forces of the United States of America in any 

foreign war, insurrection, or expedition, which service 

shall be recognized as campaign-medal service and gov-

erned by the authorization of the award of a campaign 

badge by the Government of the United States of Amer-

ica.’’ 

1953—Act May 29, 1953, extended membership eligi-

bility to all persons who have served in Armed Forces 

and are otherwise eligible. 


